THE HERMIT'S DAUGHTER             1W
bliat the woman the barber had talked about was Kadali-Garbha, the wife he had so loved and trusted. " Perhaps," he thought, " she has left poison in my food, and has gone away so as not to see me die." He would neither eat nor drink, and he ordered all the ladies whose duty it was to wait on the queen to be locked up till she was found. Amongst them was the wicked woman who had done all the mischief because of her jealousy of the beautiful young queen, and very much she wished she had never tried to harm her.
15.  Where do you suppose the queon had gone ?
16.  What mistake did the king make when he heard the queen was missing ?
CHAPTER IX.
IN her trouble about the loss of the king's love KadaK-G-arbha longed for her father, for she felt sure he would be able to help her. So she determined to go to him. With the aid of the wise woman who had given her the packet of mustard seed, and who had been her best friend at court, she disguised herself as a messenger, and, mounted on a strong little pony, she sped along the path marked out by the young shpots of mustard, reaching her old home in the forest before fche night fell. Great indeed was the joy of Mana Kanaka at the sight of his beloved child, and very soon she had poured out all her sorrow to him. The hermit was at first very nfUch encaged with his son-in-law for the way in which h% had treated Kadali-Garbha, and declared thatflae would use all the powers